Mycobacterium fortuitum peritonitis in two patients receiving continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis.
We present two cases of non-resolving peritonitis treated with a standard peritonitis protocol. The organism identified from the peritoneal effluent was Mycobacterium fortuitum, a group IV (Runyon's classification) rapidly growing, nontuberculous mycobacterium. M. fortuitum is ubiquitous and can be isolated from a number of natural sources. Risk factors these two patients had for developing M. fortuitum peritonitis included underdialysis, the immunocompromised state associated with end stage renal disease, prior or prolonged broad spectrum antibiotic treatment, and possible exposure to environmental factors, since both were hospitalized at about the same time. The isolates were resistant to the conventional antibiotics recommended for the treatment of this mycobacterium. Both patients, however, responded to catheter removal and antibiotics administered according to the sensitivities of the mycobacterium isolated.